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PSALM CXXXIII. 


Behold, bow good and how pleaſant it is, for 
Brethren to dwell together in Unity ! — 
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F we would know the Duty incum- 
| bent upon us, on the Occaſion of our 

a aſlembling here this Day, we can 
ESC: {carcc learn it better than in this 
Palm, which contains a noble Sub- 
jeR, and gives us a beautiful Repre- 
ſentation of a Society truly valuable and lovely. 
Here the great Author, breathing a divine Spirit of 
Love, calls for our ſpecial Attention and Regard, 
while he ſpeaks of the Goodneſs and Pleaſure of 
Peace, and ſings the Happineſs of Unity and Con- 
cord, Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is, for 
Brethren to dwell together in Unity ! 
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If we remember David and all his Afflictions, and 
reflect a little upon the different Periods of his Life, 
ſome of theſe may give our Thoughts a Turn to 
that which was the Occaſion of this Pſalm ; for he 
was many Times in ſuch a dangerous Situation, as 
would give him Occaſion to obſerve the great Be- 
nefit and Advantage ot Friendſhip and Peace ; par- 
ticularly, when Saul had an evil Eye upon him, ſoon 
after he was anointed King of Iſrael by Samnel ; 
when he returned from the Slaughter of the Phil;- 
ſtines, and was met with loud Acclamations of Joy 
and Praiſe, that he had lain his Ten thouſands, 
This made Saul, contrary to all Rules of Gratitude 
and Humanity, to meditate Revenge againſt him, 
and feck, both by Subtilty and Force, to take away 
his Life; ſo that he was forced to flee to tlic Deus 
and Caves of the Earth for Safety and Refuge, u ile 
he was hunted as a Partridge upon the Mountains. 
Then he might well ſay, How happy are they who 
live with their Friends and Brethren, and have none 
to diſturb their Peace, or make them afraid! Or, 
when the Men of the Houſe ot Judah anointed him 
King over them, as he had been formerly anointed 
by Samuel over Iſrael; when both Judah and Iſrael 
join'd in their Allegiance, and there was no Rebelli- 
on in all the Land. How good and pleaſant was 
it! when theſe, who, for ſome Time, adhered to 
Thboſheth, Saul's Son, yet, after his Death, laid aſide 
their Principle of hereditary Right, and came to 
David, ſaying, Ve are thy Bone aud thy Fleſh, and 
make a mutual League an ſolema Covenant before the 
Lord in Hebron? 2 Sam. v. 1. 

Or, we may take the Occaſion of this Pſalm from 
the Harmony that was between David and the 
Prieſts of the Lord: There was no ſuch good Agree» 
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1 1 
ment in the Reign of his Predeceſſor Saul, who lifted 
up his Hand againſt the Anointed of the Lord, and 
ordered his Footmen and Guards to ſlay thoſe who did 
wear the Linen Ephod: But now the King and the 
Prieſt conſpired together, and ' twas good and plea- 
ſant to ſee the Counſel of Peace between them both. 
Then alſo there was a ſweet Harmony and kind 
Agreement between rhcſe who miniſtred in holy 
Things among themſelves. When David appointed 
the Prieſts and Levites to bring the Ark of God ro 
the Place he had prepared for it, and appointed their 
Brethren to be Singers on Inftruments, and to lift 
up their Voice with Joy on this Occaſion, they all 
joi d with one Content in this divine Service, And, 
O! what a goodly Sight was it, when all Iſrael at- 
tended the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord with 
ſhouting ? How good and pleaſant: to behold the 
ſeveral Orders and Degrees of Singers acting their 
proper Parts, ſome on Cymbals, ſome on Pſalteries, 
and ſome on Harps and other Inſtruments of Mu- 
lick? How divinely good! to hear them glorifying 
God with one Accord, when every Voice and In- 
ſtrument was exactly tuned to the ſame Key? No- 
thing to grate the Eat, or diſturb the Muſick, but 
all agreeing into a perfect Harmony, making a me- 
lodious Conſort, ſweet and raviſhing. 

But whatever was the Occaſion of writing this 
Pſalm, *tis certain that it was uſeful under the Old 
Teſtament, and is no leſs neceſſary now under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, For, 

Firſt, We have here a very great and neceſſary 
Duty recommended to us, and that is, Unity, Love 
and Concord among Brethren. This is grateful to 
God, and profitable to ourſelves, as it tends to the 
pertecting our Nature, and making us like * 
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"Tis the Glory and Honour of Chriſtians, an Ornas 
ment that well becomes them : And therefore, 

2dlz. The Pſalmiſt here ſets forth the great Bene- (20 
fit and Advantage that ariſes from this Unity, and that f 
begins as if he did not well know how to expreſs Zion 
it. Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is! The and b 
Meditation of this great, this ſublime and. generous ſolves 


Subject, wrought up his Spirit to a holy Admira- and ci 
tion of the unſpeakable Pleaſure and Advantage that — 4 f 


attends a Society of good Men, who live in Peace 
and Friendſhip, as if they had but one Heart and the D 
one Soul among them all; and whoſe Unity is not g th 
a tranſient Fit of a changeable Affection, proceed- cord l 
ing from Humour and Fancy, but is durable and Societ 
conſtant, flowing from a fixed Principle of Love and Vail, 
Friendſhip, and appearing in an habitual Inclinati- en Li 
on to continue in all good Offices. They duell to- b _ 
gether in Unity ! This, in the y diſ 


Third Place, He illuſtrates, by comparing it VP 
(1.) to precious Ointment upon the Head, that nt 1 


ran down upon the Beard, even Aaron's Beard, IL 1 
As this Ointment was compounded of good Herbs, 


ſweet Spices, and Oil Olive, and was uſed in con- * | 
ſecrating the High Prieſt to the Service of God; Hen. 
and, when it was poured on his Head, ran down u "IV 


on his Garments, cheer'd the Senſes, and perfum d ai 
all about with a fragrant Odour : So Unity and aid up 
Concord, Which is made up ot mutual Condeſcen- 
tion, and good Offices of Friendſhip, among thoſe 
who have different natural Tempers and Inclinati- 
ons; ſo, I ſay, this Unity and Concord, when it 
diffuſes itſelf in a Society, is very pleaſant and re- 
treſhing, it gives a good Name, which is better 
than precious Ointment, and the ſweet Effects of 


it fall down upon them all, And ſo he compares it, who de 
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„ (..) to the Dew of Hermon, the Dew of Heaven 
that falls upon Hills, tho' diſtant as Hermon is from 
Zion: As the Cloud which hovers above Hermon, 
and by a gentle Breeze paſſes over to Zion, and diſ- 
ſolves in Showers upon the Fields, to water, refreſh 
and crown them with Plenty ; ſo this Spirit of Love 
and Peace cheriſhes and comforts Brethren, tho 
Providence has put a Diſtance between them. As 
the Dew of Heaven is very neceſſary for nouriſu- 
ing the Fruits of the Earth, ſo is Peace and Con- 
cord neceſſary to the Happineſs and Proſperity of 
Society; and where ever Peace and Truth pre- 
vail, there the Lord will command the Bleſſing, e- 
ven Life for ever more. 
May I contribute to this Unity and Concord, 
by diſcourſing this Subject, which I propoſe in the 
following Method. 


hat! I. I ſhall coxs mn this Character, and ſhew who 
may be ſaid to be Brethren. 


hs II. ExeLain this Unity which is here recommend- 
"> ed to Brethren. 


d; III. Serax of the Goodneſs, and ſhew the Ex- 
i ceuency of it. 


u p IV. Mars ſome Inferences from what may be 
7 JI laid upon theſe Heads. 


ſcen- V. Expxavouk to recommend this Duty from 
hoſe | ſome tew Arguments and Motives. 


KAT VI. Apvenrturs to give ſome Directions for ob- 


en it | taining and promoting this Unity among Brethren, + 


4 re- IL. I am to conſider this Character, and ſhew wha 

may be ſaid to be Brethren. 

| I. We al know this belongs properly to thoſe 

who deſcend immediately from the ſame natural 

) to Parents : The original Word hath ſome Afﬀinity to 

©  P aother, which ſignifieth one; and ſo they are ve» 
1 


[8] 
ry elegantly join'd together here: Behold, how good 
and how pleaſant it is, for Brethren to dwell toge- 


ther as one ? Yet this Character is not to be confin'd . 


to thoſe who come from the ſame Parents, and be- 
long to the ſame Family, For, 

2. It takes in all Mankind; all Men naturally are 
of Kin, and Brethren to one another, as they are 
reaſonable Creatures; if we trace ourſelves to our 
Original, we'll find a near Relation among us all ; 
as we have one common Father, we are all the Sons 
of Adam, who was the Son of God; God hath 
made of one Blood, all Nations of Men, to dwell on 
the Face of the Earth. And this is an eſſential Rela- 
tion, which cannot be diſſolved, for *tis founded in 
human Nature; and Chriſt hath declared, that e- 
very one who is of the ſame Nature with ourſelves, 
is our Neighbour and Brother. Now, as Mankind 
are divided into ſeveral Nations and Communities, 
ſo they who are Countrymen, and of the ſame Na- 
tion, are called, Brethren, having the ſame political 
Parent ; and they, who are of the ſame Community 
and Corporation, are called Brethren alſo, as hav- 
ing the ſame Trade and Employment ; and they 
who profeſs the ſame Religion, go under this De- 
fignation likewiſe. And ſo, 

3. This Character includes all who have the ſame 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; all virtuous and good Men, who 
fear God, and keep his Commandments ; all who 
own the holy Scriptures, as the only and perfe& 
Rule of Faith and Practice, tho they ſhould differ 
from us in explaining ſome particular Parts of that 
Rule; and tho', for this Reaſon, we judge them 
weak in the Faith, yet we ſhould receive them as 
Brethren. Thus the great Apoſtle extends this Cha- 
xacter to thoſe who difter'd from him, and were di- 
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14 
vided among themſelves, in the Church of Corinth! 


i Tho' ſome ſaid, they were of Paul, others, that 
4 they were of Apollo, and others of Cephas, and o- 


thers, that they were of Chriſt; yet he addreſſes 
them in a very friendly Way, and calls them 
Brethren, And, when he explains the particular 
Ingredients of this Character of Brethren, he ſays, 
They are obedient to the Faith, beloved of God, and 
called to be Saints; they are ſuch as confeſs with the 
Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe in their Heart, 
that God raiſed him from the Dead ; ſuchas, by 
one Spirit, have been baptized into one Body, and 
have been quickened, ſanRified, ſeal'd, and jvin'd 
to the Lord, by the ſame Spirit, and ſo made Mem- 
bets of the ſame Body, and Heirs of the ſame bleſ- 
ſed Hope of eternal Life; and, in Teſtimony of this 
Hope, by patient Continuance in well-doing, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Goſpel, they ſeek for 

Glory, Honour and Immortality. 
If we would make a right Judgment of Chriſtian 
Brethren, we muſt take our Eſtimate from the Rule 
of Truth, and great Law of Procedure in the Judg- 
ment of the laſt Day, and not from any preſent 
and partial Marks of Diſtinction among Men: And 
therefore this Character is not to be limited to 
Chriſtians of any particular Denomination, but ex- 
tends to all who, in the Judgment of Charity, love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity ; to all who beat 
the beautiful Image of our common Lord and Sa- 
viour, and are built upon the Foundation of Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, tho* they have not the particular 
Charatteriſtick and Shiboleth of this or the other 
Society : ror 'tis not our being Members of any 
particular Church or Society, that makes us Chriſti- 
an Brethren, God, in this Matter, is no Reſpefer of 
B Perſons ; 


1 
Per ſont; but, in every Nution, he that feareth him, and 
Worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of by him > But it 
is common and real Chriſtianity, the Life and 
Power of Godlineſs ; *tis the Reſemblance we bear 
to our heavenly Father, the amiable Characters and 
Marks of his regenerate and adopted Sons: But 
ſince theſe cannot be infallibly known in this pre- 
ſent World, where the Hearts of Men are not dif- 
cernible,therefore all are to be eſteemed Brethren, who 
are united under the ſame Head, govern'd by the 
ſame Laws, and who communicate in the ſame Or- 
dinances of the Goſpel ; all who make Profeſſion of 
being, and, in Appearance, are, what they really 
ought to be. Theſe are the Brethren who ſhould 
live in Unity together. Let us therefore, in the 
II. Place, conſider what may be meant by this U- 
nity, Which is here repreſented as good and agreeable; 
1. This is an Unity in Judgment and Opinion, 
which the Apoſtle delivers thus, 1 Cor. i. 10. Now, 
T beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there 
be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be perfectlj join- 
ed together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judę- 
ment. And, 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Finally, Brethren, be 
perfect, be of good Comfort, be of one Mind. And, 
Phil. ii. 2. Fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like-minded, hav- 
ing the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind. 
I take all theſe, and the like Scripture Expreſſions, 
to ſignify the ſame Thing, viz. a ſincere Agreement 
in the Love of the Truth, a hearty A/ent to all fun- 
damental Doctrines, a cloſe Union in the Faith and 
Obedience of the Goſpel, holding the Head, from 
which all the Body being knit together by Joints 
and Bands, and having Nouriſhmenrt miniſtred, in- 
creaſcth with the Increaſe of God, Col. ii. 9. 
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This Unity of Faith extends even to theſe Scrip= 
ture Doctrines which are myſterious, and which we 
cannot fully underſtand or account for, but not to 
unneceſlary Rites and Ceremonies, which have no 
Tendency to promote the Life and Power of God- 
lineſs; ſuch unſcriptural Rites and Opinions, inſtead 
of promoting Unity and Peace, have frequently 
been an unhappy Engine of Strife and Diviſion 2 
Neither doth this Unity in Judgment mean a per- 
fect Agreement in all the Opinions and Speculati- 
ons of Religion, nor doth it bring all Chriſtians to 
think alike, and to have the very ſame Notions in 
all religious Matters. This was not found, even 
in the Days of the Apoſtles, nor can it be expected 
in this imperfect State; nay, *ris ſcarce poſſible in 
our preſent Circumſtances ; for if this Unity were 
found, all Mankind would have the ſame Scrength 
of Reaſon and Underſtanding, the ſame Turn of 
Thought, and would be all upon a Level; whereas, 
"tis very evident, there's a great Variety in all theſe 
Reſpects, and therefore ſome Differences in lefler, 
Matters muſt remain. | : 
And ſo this Unity is very conſiſtent with ſome 
different Sentiments and Practices in Matters of 
leſs Moment, and which are not clearly delivered 
in Scripture, and in Matters that affect not the Vi- 
tals of Religion: In theſe there may be ſome Diffe- 
rence and Diſagreement, ariſing from the Imperte- 
ction and Frailty of human Nature, the Prejudices 
of Education and Converſe, the Miſtakes and dit- 
ferent Capacities of Men, and other ſuch Things: 
And, while theſe remain, they who hold the Head, 
may go into different Sentiments about ſome 
Things in Diſcipline and Government, And, ſince 
all the Points of Religion are not of equal Impor- 
| Lance 


1 


tance and Concern, if theſe which are eſſential, and 


fundamental to Faith and Holineſs be underſtood, 


if the Faith once delivered to the Saints be main- 
rained, if the Form of ſound Words be held faſt, *tis 
enough for this Unity : For, while our Light is im- 
Fan. there will be different Apprehenfions of 
hings among us; it was ſo from the Beginning of 
Chriſtianity, and will beſo ro the End of the 
World. But this Difference of Opinion, in lefler 
Matters, can do little Harm to the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, while Chriſtians exerciſe mutual Charity, 
and bear with one another in Love. Which is a 
Second Thing included here, wiz. an Unity of 
Heart and Affettion ; as this is more attainable than 
the former, ſo *tis more. valuable in the Sight of 
Gad, than the ſtricteſt Uniformity in Judgment and 
Opinion, and therefore ſhould be maintain'd when 
the other cannot take Place, and ſhould always bcar 
a Proportion to the Relation in which Men ſtand 
ro one another. If they are only Partakers of the 
fame human Nature, common Civility and Benevo- 
lence is all that can be expected; but, if they are 
of the Houſbold of Faith, a higher Degree of Love 
and Affection is due unto them. This Unity is 
articularly recommended to the Brotherhood, and 
Fine ſhould by no means be reſtrained; for Diffe- 
rence in Judgment is no Ground of Diſtance and 
Diſaffection among Chriſtians; and therefore the 
Apoſtle gives Direction to thoſe who differ, that 
they behave to one another with Gentleneſs, Meck- 
neſs and Moderation, forgiving and forbearing one 
another in Love ; and, when he would reconcile the 
ewiſh and Gentile Converts, who differ'd in ſome 
oints of their Religion, the Method he took, was 


not to foręe them all into one Opinion and * 
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| of thinking, but to forbid Uncharitableneſs to thoſe 
„ who differ'd from them in Things which did not 
- | firike at the Foundation; and the Reaſon he gives, 
is, That the Kingdom f God is not Meat and Drink, 
ut Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
er he that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable 
of 0 God, and approved of Men, Rom. xiv, 17. 
* The Want of Uniformity in Opinion and Judg- 
er ment, in Matters of Religion, ſhould not abate our 
e- Love, nor alienate our Hearts from one another; 
ys for, if Men ſhould not love one another, till 

they are all of the very ſame Mind, they would nor 
do it in this World; and theſe, who lay it aſide up- 
on that Account, do not appear to be in the 
Way to a better. And therefore, ſince this World 
is the Place, where this Unity of Affection, notwith- 
ſtanding leſſer Differences, can ſubſiſt, we ſhould be 
careful to maintain it, as Men and as Chriſtians, 
by exerciſing mutual Forbearance and good Will, 
and by performing all the kind Offices of Love 
that become Members of the ſame Body to do for 
each other; ſo that, it one Member ſuffers, all the 
reſt ſhould, by Sympathy and Compaſſion, ſuffer with 
it ; if one Member rejoice, all the Members ſhould 
have a Share of the Pleaſure ; and thus we ſhould 
bave Fellowſhip with one another, bear one anothers Bur- 
dens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. This would 
produce, in the 
Third Place, an Unity of Endeavours to promote 
the publick Good, and advance the common In- 
tereſt of our Profeſſion. As all good Men, eſpeci- 
ally the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, profeſs 
o have one and the ſame Deſign at Heart, and 
to purſue the Intereſt which their great Lord has re- 


commendged to them, and that by the fame Rule An 
this 
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this Uaity makes them hold a friendly Correſpon- 
dence for this Purpoſe, and ſtrengthen one anothers 
Hands in maintaining the Cauſe of Religion. 
And as there are divers Gifts, and various Talents 
given them, ſo this makes them lay out theſe in the 
common Cauſe ; one contributing his Share of 
Learning, another his Gift of Utterance, another his 
Talent of Council and Wiſdom, and another his Know- 
ledge in Diſcipline, every one ſtirring up the Gift of 
God which is in him. As God hath diſtributed to every 
Man, as the Lord hath called every one, ſo let him walk; 
for ſo the Apoſtle ordains in all Churches. There is, 
4thly. An Unity in Worſhip, when Brethren join to- 
gether in worſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth, 
when they have Communion and Fellowſhip in mak= 
ing their united Prayers and Supplications, and in of- 
fcring up their joint Thankſgiving and Praiſe to God. 
Thus the Apoſtle John repreſents the Church Tri- 
umphant, as united in their Song of Praiſe, Rev. 
v. 11, 12. And Ibeheld, and heard the Voice of many An- 
gels round about the Throne, and the Beaſts and the Elders; 
and the Number of them was Ten thouſand Times Ten 
thouſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands, ſaying, with a loud 
Voice, Morthyis the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, 
and Riches, aud Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, aud 
Glory, and Bleſſing. And again, Chap. vii. 12. They 
worſhip God, laying, Amen, Bleſſing, and Glory, 
Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power, and 
Might, be unto our God, for ever and ever. Amen, And 
thus the Church in Earth expreſſes their Unity, 
when, with one Mind and one Mouth, they glority 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
when they meet with ene Accord, in one Place; 
when they encompaſs the Altar of God, and partake 


of che holy Sacrament, the Symbol of our Uni- 
on 
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on to Chriſt, and to one another. How good and 
pleaſarit would it be to ſee Brethren thus dwelling 
together in Unity ! I proceed to the 

II. Thing I propoſed, wiz. to ſpeak of the Good- 
neſs, and ſhew the Excellency of this Unity. 

When we call any Thing good, we mean, that it 
is ſo either eſſentially, and in its own Nature, or that 
it is ſo in order to ſome End, that cannot be at- 
rain'd without it: I ſhall not narrowly diſtinguiſh 
thoſe in the preſent Caſe, fince this Unity is good in 
both theſe Reſpects; ris good in itſelf, as it is one 
of the Fruits of the Spirit, 'tis alſo good to many 
excellent Purpoſes. 

Firſt, It is good, becauſe of the peculiar, the di- 
vine and heavenly Pleaſure that attends it. Behold, 
how good and how _— it is, for Brethren to duel 
together in Unity ! "Tis an amiable and pleaſing Sight, 
to behold theſe who live in diſtant Places, and have 
different T'impers, united and joined together by the 
Bond of Charity and Love, as Brethren, Members of 
the one Body of Chriſt, having no ſeparate Intereſt, 
no Envy or Jealouſy among them, bur every one 
moving in his own Sphere, every Member performing 
his proper Work. This far exceeds all the ſenſual 
Pleaſures of Lite; they ſoon die and vaniſh away, 
and commonly leave Trouble and Pain behind; 
whereas the Pleaſure that ariſes from Peace and Friend- 
ip with our Brethren, is a conſtant Spring of Joy 
and Comfort, The very Labours of Love are Sources 
of Satisfaction and Content, and the very Thoughts 
Jot it make our Mind eaſy and quiet; and this Plea- 

{ure ſtill increaſes to good Men. The Path of the Juſt 
is as the ſhining Light; the Light that's truly ſweet 
and pleaſant, and ſhineth more aud more unto the per- 
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2dly. It is good and deſireable, for the inward 
eace and Quiet of our own Minds, that we ſhould 
not be under the Power of fretful Paſſions, and the 
conſtant Reſentments of a revengeful Spirit; but that 
we be meek and gentle, peaceable, and eaſy to be 
reconciled: And thus the Benefit of it returns to 
ourſelves with unſpeakable Advantage. It frees out 
Souls from theſe unruly Paſſions which trouble and 
torment us; it ſuppreſſes the cruel Motions of Pride 
and Envy, and checks the Power of Anger and Re- 
venge, which darken the Underſtanding, datnp the 
Spirits, and are the Cauſes of many Diforders 
and Miſeries in Life: And, inſtead of theſe e— 
vil Diſpoſitions which diſturb the Soul, it fills the 
Mind with the Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Foy, Peact, 
and good Nature, and brings Men back as it were 
to Paradiſe. And, O! How happy are they who 
have this inward Peace? It doubles their Profperi- 
ty, and gives the Conveniercies of Life a ney 
Taſte and Reliſh : As the Foundation of Hell and 
Miſery is laid in the evil Diſpoſition of a wicked 
Mind, which is like the troubled Sea, and cannot 
reſt; ſo the Foundation of Heaven and Happineſs 
is laid in an inward Tranquillity of Soul, ariſing 
from Peace with God, through Jeſus Chriſt ou 
Lord, and from Peace and Friendſhip with our 

Brethren. 5 
zdly. It is good for Society, and the general Happineſ 
of Mankind. As Providence hath left every Man ut 
a depending State, and order'd, that even the 
greateſt of the Sons of Men ſhould not have the 
neceflary Supplies of Life altogether in his own 
Power; ſo this brings them under a Neceſſity o 


friendly Intercourſe, and kind Aſſiſtance for thei! 
mutual Support: And as Men gather themſelves 
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together in Saciety, that they may be helpful to one 
another, in promoting their mutual Intereſt and Ad- 
vantage: So this Unity is the great and ſure Cement 
of all Society; it makes Men good Neighbours, 
faithful Friends, and ties all Relations more ſtrongly 
together; it makes Men converſe together with Con- 
fidence and mutual Security, without Suſpicion: of 
Malice or Fraud on either Hand. When chis Unity 
prevails in the State, all Oppreſſion, Faction and 
Diforder are removed out of it, and Men live quiet 
aud peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty : All 
Injuſt ice and Extortion is baniſhed from Trade, and 
Men deal honeſtly by one another, doing to others as 
they would be done by : And when it prevails in the 
Church, all Schiſms, Offences and Scandals are kept 
out of it; and the Members thereof are afraid to 
wound and tear the Body of Chriſt. All Slanders, 
Reproaches and Backbitings in Converſation are 
ſuppreſſed, and every Man ſpeaks the Truth to his 
Neighbour. In a Word, it eſtabliſhes Order and 
Peace, and promotes Proſperity among Men. Ir 
makes Religion and Virtue flouriſh, and Wealth in- 
creaſe. Happy are the People! who, freed of a par- 
tial, ſelfiſh and narrow Spirit, fit under the benign 
Influences of Unity and Peace. There the Rich relieve 
and ſupply the Poor, and the Poor rejoyce at the Pro- 
ſperity of the Rich: The Great do not oppreſs the 
Small, nor the Small rebel againſt the Great : The 
aged and experienced Father doth not chide and 
provoke, doth not inſult and overawe the inquiſitivre 
Son; nor the Son deſpiſe the Experience, and reje& 
the Counſel of the Father. The ſtrong Chriſtian doth 
not oftend the Mea, or lay a Stumbling- Block in his 
Way; and the Weak do not judge or cenſure the 
Strong. Ephraim deth net envy Judah, and Judah doth 
wot vex Ephraim. 
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*Tis by this Unity, and mutual Offices of Kind- 
neſs, that Society has been preſerved ; tis by this, 
that many Kingdoms and Commonwealths have riſen, 


from weak and inconſiderable Beginnings, to a great 
Meaſure of Power and Strength, and have flouriſh- 


ed in Glory and Splendor, Their Houſes have been 
ſafe from Fear, they have ſpent their Days in Wealth, 
and their Tears in Pleaſure. And whenever this has 
been broken, whenever a mutual Confidence has 
ceaſed, how ſoon have they fallen into Ruin and 
Deſolation, according to the Word of our Lord, A 
Kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. And ſo, 
4thly. This Unity is good for mantaining the Peace 
and Safery of the Church: Tis the great Preſerva- 
tive againſt the Beginning of Strife, which Solomon 
compares to the letting out of Water, Prov. xvii. 24. 
The beginning of Strife is as the Opening of a 
Breach, which no Man can promiſe to ſtop, till it 
has made an Inundation, and brought about ſome 
calamitous Event; and many ſuch have been brought 
upon the Church, by the Diviſions of the Members 
thereof, who, by biting and devouring one another, 
have been conſumed one of another. Bur when Chri- 
ſtians unite heartily together, when the Members of 
the Church keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, the Church will ſtand ſecure, and flouriſh ; 
And this is the Reaſon we have ſo many Advices 
from the Apoſtles to this Purpoſe, and particularly, 
That ahove all Things we put on Charity, which is a 
perfect Bond, and let the Peace of God rule in our 
Hearts, to which we are called in one Body, and be 
thankjul, Col. iii. 14. | 
5thly. It is good, as it tends to the Credit and Ho- 
nour of Religion. Tis the Glory and Excellency of 
our Holy Religion, to promote Peace between God 
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and Man, and Love between Men among them? 
ſelves, to render Society pleaſant and delighttul, and 
to tie the Bands of Friendſhip in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
ner. Tho' all Mankind are related together, as 
they are the Offspring of God the Father of all, yet 
true and ſincere Chriſtians are knit together by a 
nearer and more endearing Relation, as they are al 
the Sons of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, which unites 
them to him as their only Lord, and the great 
Center of their Unity. Now, when it is one great 
Defign of our Religion, to make us Partakers of a 


| Divine Nature, and to give us a peaceable and hea- 


venly Temper; when the ſealing Ordinances of it 
have the ſame Tendency, particularly the Sacrament 
of the Supper, the great Love-Feaſt of Chriſtians, 
which was inſtituted for this End among others, 
that, by commemorating the Love of a dying Sa- 
viour, we might be put in Mind how we ſhould 
love one another; and, when all the Precepts of it 
are calculated for univerſal Love and Friendſhip, 
and require us to diſtinguiſh ourſelves from the reſt 
of the World, by our Love to one another, to be kindly 
alfectioned one towards another, to be pitiful, courteous, 
and to love as Brethren ; when we obey theſe and the 
like Precepts, and live in Unity and Concord, having 
Compaſſion one of another, this makes much for the 
Credit of our Profeſſion, and tends to adorn the Doc- 
trine of God our Saviour, and is a ſtrong and proper 
Argument to convince the World, that Chriſt was 
zruly ſent of God; and therefore he prays, That they 
all may be One, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; 
that they all may be One in us, that the World may be- 
lieve that thou haſt ſent me, John xvii. 21. 

Gthly. It fits and diſpoſes Men for the Happineſs of 
another Life. As they who live in Malice and Kunz 

an 
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and take Pleaſure in Strife and Cantention, are not 
capable of taſting the Pleaſures, nor reliſhing the 
Joys ot another World, becauſe they ate very uns 
ſuitable to their wicked Diſpoſition ; ſo they who 
are animated by the ſame Spirit of Love and Peace, 
and take Pleaſure in Unity and Concord, are, in ſo far, 
qualified for the heavenly Glory : For the Apoſtle 
John ſays, that, I we love one another, and live in 
Unity together, God dwelleth in us, and his Lowe is 
perſetted in us, firſt Epiſtle, iv. 12. And if he dwell 
in us here, we ſhall dwell with him hereafter. The 
heavenly World is a Stare of pure Friendſhip, and all 
who are meet for this glorious Inheritauce, are trained 
up tor it, by the Exerciſe of Love, which will gra- 
dually increaſe, till it ſhine in Pertection among the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. Charity will never 
fail; tis the Element in which the happy Society 
above do live and move, when God has commanded 
his Bleſſing on them, even Life euermore. 01 
. 7thly. 1 his diſpoſes and prepares Men for receiving memb 
the divine Blefling. When Chriſt found his Apoſtles MW Faith, 
aſſembled, and in Unity together, he gave them his neceſſa 
Bleſſing of Peace, and renewed their Commiſhon to to Got 
preach the Goſpel, John xx. 21, 22. Peace be unn Men. 
| yore, ſays he, As my Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſeud of the 
1 you : And when he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and be 
and ſaith, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. And after ward, MW Wicked 
Then they were met with one Accord, in one Place, he cannot 
ſent down the Holy Spirit in a more remarkable ſhould 
Way, on the Day of Pentec:ſ? - And, to this Day, Politio! 
the Promiſe of his gracious Preſence ſtands record-· their L 
ed, to thoſe who meet with one Heart and Mind to and din 
worſhip him. here tuo or three are met together in faction! 
my Name, there will I be in the Mlidſt of them, Matth. tinue ii 
xviii. 20. And again the Apoſtle ſays, Be dae ut wie 
| N 
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be of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, and 
the God of Peace ſball be with you, 2 Cor. xiii. 11, 

But however good and deſite able this Unity may 
be, *cis not to be mantain'd in all Caſes, nor is it 
to be purchaſed upon any Terms whatever, for it 
may be bought too dear. The Apoſile ſuppoſes it 
may ſometimes be impoſſible to live peaceably with all 
Men. When Men affect an Authority over our Faith, 
would be eſteem'd Maſters, and have the Salutation 
of Rabbi; when they would impoſe their particular 
Opinions upon us, and have us believe as they, or the 
Church believes; when, at the ſame Time, they de- 
clare Things neceflary, which arc not clearly reveal'd, 
and teach for Dotirines the Commandments of Men, 
wreſting and perverting the Holy Scriptures to ſup- 
port their own Schemes. We muſt not call any Man 
Mafter upon Earth; nor, even for Peace itſelf, give 
up the good Principles upon which our Reformation 
from Popery doth proceed: We ought always to re- 
member, that the Scriptures are ,the only Rule of 
Faith, and that this Rule is plain and clear in all 
neceſſary Points; and therefore we are to hearken 
to God, and obey him rather than the greateſt of 
Men. If Men apoltatize and depart from the Faith 
of the Goſpel, we muſt ſtand off from the Infection, 
and beware leſt we be led aſide with the Error of the 
Wicked, aud fall from our Stedfaſtneſs. But, tho' we 
cannot then mantain Chriſtian Unity with them, we 
ſhould keep our Chriſtian Temper, and ſhew a Dif- 
polition to be reconciled, provided they return to 
their Duty. And if, at any Time, Men of a proud 
and diviſive Spirit ſhould, thro' Heat and falſe Zeal, 
factiouſly diſturb the Peace of the Church, and con- 
tinue implacable, ſtill ſpreading Doctrines inoonſiſt- 
Far with Peace and Love, wich Order, * 
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and good Manners ; we ſhould be far from encou- 
raging ſuch as would thus divide the Kingdom of 
Chriſt againſt itſelf, and bring it to Deſolation. We 
ſhould rather take the Apoſtle's Advice, Rom. xvi. 
17. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doftrine 
which ye have learned, and avoid them ; for they that are 
ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but themſelves, 
and by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the Heart 
of the Simple. Neither muſt the good Order and 
Government, the wholeſom Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons of a Church, be preſently ſacrificed to the Ob- 
jections and Scruples of every weak and ſelf-conceit- 
ed, tho well-meaning Chriſtian : For, tho' we ought 
to quit ſomething of our private Intereſt, to pur- 
chaſe Peace and preſerve Unity, yet we ſhould never 
ſacrifice what is not our own ; we ſhould never give 
up Truth and Virtue; the Peace of our Conſcience, 
nor the Favour of God; theſe are more valuable 
than all the Peace and Uzity on Earth. 

IV. I proceed now to make ſome Inferences from 
what hath been ſaid upon this Subject. 

Firſt, I infer the great Excelleacy of the Holy Re- 
ligion which we profeſs. Here is one of the Glories 
of Chriſtianity, which diſtinguiſhes it from theſe 
Religions that prevail in the dark Places of the Earth, 
which are jull of the Habitations of Cruelty, that it 
enjoins Unity, Peace and Love among Brethren. The 
Fewiſh Keligirn did the ſame, as we ſee here, but the 
Goſpel has carried the Argument much higher; for 
*ris the great and principal Deſign of it, to recon- 
cile Men to God, and to each other ; and if Men 
would live as the great Laws and Precepts of it di- 
rect, the World would be a quiet and peaceable Habi- 
tation; there would be nothing to hurt nor deſtroy = 7 
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f BB God's Holy Mountain: For, tis the Wiſdom which is 
'e from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 
i. to be entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without 
ch Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. 

on 2dly. I inter the great Danger of every Thing that 
re is oppolite to this Unity. Such is an unpeaceable 
, @ Temper, and uncharitable Zeal, about Thin 
irt wherein Religion doth but very little conſiſt. This 
ad hath ſometimes raiſed ſuch fierce Contentions, as 
ti- have been fatal to the Power of Godlineſs, and have 
eat out the Vitals of true Religion. The wrangling 
and cenſorious Diſputers of this World have been 
the great Troublers of Zion: And therefore the A- 
poſtle gives it in Charge to Timothy, not only for 
imſell, but as he was a Pattern to theſe who were 
to ſucceed him in the ſame holy Office, to avoid all 
ſuch Debates, all fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, be- 
cauſe they commonly engender Strife. Altho' we are 
to contend for the Faith, yet we muſt do it with Meck=-: 
neſs and Patience, The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, for the Wrath of Man 
R e- | worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. And tho Men 
ries may glory in their bitter Zeal and Strife, as their 
heſe great Wiſdom and pure Religion, yet this is the 
wth, Viſdom that deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
it it N enſual and deviliſb. | 
The This Spirit of Envy and Contention breaks the 
t the ¶ Unity of Brethren, and has always been a Forerunner 
for of deſolating Judgments ; and *ris never more dan- 
con- gerous, than when it riſes upon Account of Religi- 
Men Don, as it did very early in the firſt Family, when 
Cain roſe up againſt his Brother Abel and ſlew him. 
{Twas juſt ſo among the Fews ; their Diviſions grew 
and increaſed tor many Years, till Humanity was 
loſt, and Nature, not to ſpeak of Religion, extin- 
guiſhed 
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guiſhed in the Flame. The Pharifees and Saddncees 
contending together, and raiſing popular Tumults 
very high, became, at laſt, the Executioners of one 
another, and that in the moſt barbarous Manner, 
thedding their Blood at the very Altar. But we 
need not go ſe far from Home to obſerve the miſe- 
rable Calamities of Strife, and the fatal Conſequen- 
ces of Divifion. They have been too much felt in 
our own Land. Has not the Fire of Contention 
been ſometimes kindled among us, and conſumed 
the Cedars of Lebanon ? And the inteſtine War in the 
Church has contributed not a little to her Deſolati- 
on: For there is no Society ſuffers ſo much by the 
Strife and Diviſion of its Members, as the Chriftian 
Church; for it deſtroys Love and Charity, which is 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel, and the great and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Badge of our Profeſſion. By this ſhall all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one ano- 
ther. 
3dly. If it is the Character and Duty of Chriſti- 
an Brethren to live together in Unity. We may ee 
how dangerous theſe Men are to the Chriſtian Soci- 
ety, who are the Promoters of Strife and Diviſion 
whether they aſſociate together for Defigns that are 
openly wicked, like Simeon and Levi, Brethren in IJ. 
niquity, whoſe Anger was fierce, and their Wrath cruel, 
for they had Inſtruments of Cruelty in their Habitation, 
Or, if they join, under the Cover of Religion, and 
make it an Engine to bring about their /elfiſþ Ends, 
and bring Conſcience to ſupport their Pride, and con- 
ſecrate their Paſſion, they are ſtill dangerous to 
Peace and Quiet; and therefore the wiſeſt of Men 
forbids us to chuſe ſuch for our familiar Friends. Make 
x0 Friendſhip with an angry Man, and with a furious 
Man thou ſbalt not go, leaſt thou learn his Ways, and 
get a Snare to thy Soul, Prov. xxii. 24. 


4thly. We 
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4thly. We have here a Rule, by which we may 
judge of true Chriſtian Brethren ; they are of a pub- 
lick, charitable and Chriſtian Spirit; they are Par- 
takers of a divine Nature, united to the Spring and 
Fountain of Peace; and this makes them kind and 
merciful like theit heavenly Father, loving and 
peaceable like their bleſſed Saviour. On the other 
Hand, by this Rule we may judge of theſe who 
publiſh Infidelity, and poiſon the Age. We are not to 
receive ſuch as Brethren, nor bid them, God ſpeed; 
nor theſe, who, tho' they ſeem to make a ſerious Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, yet allow themſelves in Malice 
and Paſſion, uncharitable Cenſures and evil Speak- 
ings, breaking the Unity and Peace of Chriſtian 
Society; we cannot but doubt, if fuch Perſons 
have any true Acquaintance wich the Bible, which 
is full of the plaineſt Precepts of Love and Kinds 
heſs, Charity and Peace, and forbids Malice and 
Revenge on the higheſt Pains, no leſs than forfeir= 
ing the Kingdom of Heaven, 
5thly. That the Practice of theſe is very unjuſti- 
fiable, who retire from the World, abandon Seci- 
ety, and ſhut themſelves up from their Fellow 
Creatures in a Monaſtery or Cell. No doubt, tis 
the great Duty of all Men, ſome Times, to retire 
from the Noiſe and Hurry of this World, that they 
may get the better View of the Land that is afar 
off ;*tis good to diſengage our Hearts and Thoughts 
from the Affairs of Lite, that we may think upon 
our Ways, confider our latter End, and examine out 
Preparation for Eternity : But this may be done 
without giving up Society and Correſpondence 
with our Fellow Chriſtians. When Men cut thema 
ſelves off from the Communion of the Church, and 
Society of the Faye, ey loſe the 3 
an 
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Uzi ot only wanting, bat Strife and Conten- 
tion prevail. This is an Emblem of Hell, the 
Place of Torment, where Men's Paſſions are inflam- 
ed and let look upon themſei ves and their miſerable 
Companions, and fl! Ei chem wich Hoiror and Ange 
There the H/urm dieb aut, aud the Fire 15 ot 

Nothing is felt but the ſnarpeſt Pain; and nothing 
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compoſed, and Divifions healcd. is is à li 
Emblem of Heaven, the Place of endleſs Happine!s 
and Bliſs, where there is no Difference or Diviſion, 
no Party-Dcfigrs to diſturb the Pcace, or cool the 
Affection of the _—_ out petiect Harmony and 
ſweet Agreement ſwallow up all Remains of Di- 
cord. Here the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
they who have been wearied with Clamour aud 
Stiiie are tlicre at Refs. 

V. 1 faa!l now cndeavonr to recommend this Lr 
#3 by ſome Nlotixes aud Arguments. 

Let us all then, Brerbreu, hear the Exhortati- 
on of the great Apolile, Rem. xiv. 19. Let ms fell 
ajter the Things that make for Peace and Unity, 424 
whereby we may «difie one auatler. And, Philip. ii. 1, 2. Ito ariſe 
1 there le any Conſolaticn in Chrift, if auy Comfort o e Crea 
Le, i} auy Fellowſoip & the Spirit, if any Bowels and 
Me cite, 
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Adercies, ler ut falf! me amthers Joy, and le Lie 
mizdes, Eaving the [ame Love, feng of axe ferred, of 
ce Mal For this End let us confeder, 

Fins, The Nzzzre 2nd OU of our holy Pro- 
feſron. The Name and Character of Chriſtians call 
us to Unity and Lore. This is the faining and di- 
finguiſbing Mark by which ail Men arc to know 
the Ditciples of Chriſt. By this, fays he, fall aff 
Ars kno that e are Dyer, if we e ane . 
ther, John xiii. 35. T his Spttit of Love is far abore 
that of Martyrdom, tb a Mam frald groe all bis 
Gud: ts feed the Parr, and bis Bady tr be led, aud 
trove mat Charity and Lie, it wil] profit bom witheng. 
"Tis one of the Glories of a Chriſtian, "tis Har 
fir a Mu ts ceaſe from Strife, Prov. xx. 3. 

The ſpecial C an and Azrheriry of Chrift, our 
great Lord and Maſter, is interpoſed in this Mattet. 
This 1s my Commazdment, {ays be, that e love axe a 
tber, as I have loved you, John xv. 12. There's n6 
Exhortation fo often repeated, ard fo warmly preſ- 
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nen ſed, in all the Books of the New Teſtament, 25 upon 
ion, ¶ this Head of Uzity and Love. Our vicii:d Saviour 


lays fo Screſs upon it, that, withour this, no 
Gift ot Offering will be accepted at our Hand. F 
theu bring thy Gijt ts the A, and there remenbreft 
chat rby Brether bath ought againſe thee, leude there 2097 
Gift before the Altar, and ge thy Hay, fo ft le receuc:/ed 
2 thy Brother, aud then come aud Fer thy Git, Match. 
Lr. 23, 24 

I 24h. The great Example of our bi:fled Saviour, 
tati· who came down from Heaven to become our Neigh- 
eller and Brother, and to lente us an Example that 

ande Send folly bis Sen. When Strite was like 

1, 2. Ito ariſe among bis Diſciples, which of them ould be 
ors of be Greateſt, he cruſhcd it in the Bad. And when 
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they would have called for Fire from Heaven to con- 
ſume the Samaritans, he rebuked them, and ſaid, Te 
know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of, for the Son 
of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſavy 
them, Luke ix. 54, 55. He carried on his great Work 
without Noiſe and Clamour, and finiſhed it without 
Strite and Contention on his Part; and ſo the Pro- 
phecy was fulfilled. He did not cry nor lift up, aa 
cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Streets, Iſa. xlil. 3; 
Let us therefore follow this Example, and put on 
as the Elect of God, Holy and Beloved, Bowels of Mer- 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long: 
ſuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one ant 
ther. If any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, eve 
as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. This is a Diſpo- 
fition of Mind becoming a penitent and pardoned 
Sinner, and is an Imitation of him whom we ador: 
for having forgiven us. 

3dly. Ought not the great Things wherein we an 
agreed, I mean, the great Doctrines of Religion, th: 
ſubſtantial Parts of che Faith once delivered to tht 
Saints; ought not theſe to be of greater Force to u- 
nite and bind us together, than our Difference 11 
doubctul Matters and diſputable Opinions, to d 
vide us? 

Have we not all one Father? Hath not one God 
created us? Vh then ſhould we deal treacherouf 
ly againſt our Brethren? Do we not all profeſs t 
be the Children of God, by Faith in Chriſt Jeſu 
and to be all travelling to the ſame heavenly Coun 
try? Why then ſhould we fall out by the Way, fi 
we are Brethren ? 

Conſider the Apoſtle's great Argument, in which 
he unites ſeveral Conſiderations tor this Purpoſe 
Epþ. iv. 4, 5, 6. There is Que Body, Wheree 
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we are all Members; and there is One Spirit, which 
animates every Member of this Body; there is One 
Hope of our Calling ; we all hope for rhe ſame King- 
dom and Glory; there is Ore Lord, and we are all 
the Servants of this great Maſter; there is One Faith, 
and we all prof:{s to embrace it; One Baptiſm, and 
we ate all entred into Covenant by it; there is One 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in us all, a d therefore we ſhould all live as the 

Sons of this Heavenly Father. 
4thly. The prefent State of the Church at Home, 
and tix Situation of publick Affairs Abroad, call for 
Unity and Love among all Chriſtian Brethren. That 
Conſideration ſhould have Weight with us, which 
moved Abraham to compound the Difference that 
was between him and Loz : The Canaanite and Pe- 
1iz2ite were then in the Land; they had Enemies who 
had an evil Eye upon them : And are there not a- 
mong us, ſome who bear no good Will to our Zion, 
but are ready to fay, Raze it, even to the Foundati- 
on. Shall we then do it for them? And, by Strife, 
and Diviſion among ourſelves, break down the car- 
ved Work ? God forbid ! Let us rather employ our 
joint Intereſt in building up Zion, that ſhe may yet 
appear in her Glory, beautiful as Tirzah, comely as 
Jeruſalem, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, terrible 
as an Army with Banners. And we ſhould apply this 
Work with the greater Diligence, that we have 
Reaſon to fear the juſt Diſpleaſure of Almighty 
God, that he'll ſend abroad his Judgments in the 
World, becauſe the Inhabitants have not learned Righ- 
zeouſneſs: We may well fear he'll puniſh our A- 
theiſm and Unbelief, our Contempt of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and our great Barrenneſs under 
the Means of Fruitfulneſs. Are not his Judgments 
already 
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already abroad in ſome Places, where the dreadful 
Calamities of a deſolating and bloody War abound ? 
And tho, at preſent, bleſſed be God, we are fate. and 
in Peace, yet we know not how ſoon the drawn 
Sword may get a Commiſſion to paſs over among us. 
If, therefore, we would prevent ſuch deſglating 
Judgments, let us uſe our beſt Endeavours, that 
the grieved Spirit of Love and Peace may return to 
our Land, and to this Church in particular. And, 
if all the Members of it were united to the great 
Head thereof by Faith, and to one another by 
Love, God would yet be known in her Palaces, for a Re- 
fuge ; Jeruſalem would be compact together, and at 
Unity with herſelf, and there would not be found a- 
mong us ſuch Animoſities, Violence and Unchati- 
tableneſs, as ſome Times there is, altogether incon- 
ſiſtent with that Meckneſs and Love, which the A- 
poſtle declares to be the fulfilling . the Law, any 
directly contrary to that Spirit of Kindneſs anc 
Charity, which the Scripture repreſents as of grea- 
ter Value in the Sight of God, than all the Sacri- 
fices offered upon his Altar in the Fewiſh State, 
And, inſtead of this, The Wolf would dwell with the 
Lamb, and the Leopard lie down with the Kid; the 
Calf and the young Lion, and the Fattling together, 
and a little Child ſhould lead them ; the ſucking Child 
would play on the Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned 
Child would put his Hand in the Cockatrice-Den. They 
would not hurt nor deſtroy in all the holy Mountain, 
Iſa. xi. 6, 8. | 
5thly. There is yet another Conſideration I 
would humbly offer, and it belongs more eſpecially, 
my very Reverend Fathers, and dear Brethren, to all 
of us, who have the Hongur to be n as 
me 
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Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, our great Lord and Maſter; 
He is the Prince of Pence, and the Religion he has 
taught, and recommended to ns, is the Goſpel of 
Par; and, if we would approve ourfelyes 'as his 
Subjects and Servants, we muſt live together in N 
nity as Brethren, and diſcover Peace and Love in 
every Part of our Conduct. And, if it ſhall hap- 
pen at any Time, as no Doubt it will, that we di- 
vide in our Opinions about Things that may come 
under our Cognizance, let us never loſe mutual Love 
and Affection inthe Conteſt. Whatever we gain in 
the little Points of Difcipline and Government, 
with the Loſs of this the Victory is too dear, and 
there's more loſt by far than is gain'd. And, if 
our Church is under any imaginary or real Grie- 
vance, this ſhould never make us loſe the Unity of 
the Spirit, nor break the Bond of Peace among our 
ſelves; this would be a greater Grievance than any 
we labour under from others. And as this is the 
= Rotk, on which our Church has ſplit in former 
imes, we ſhould look upon it as a Beacon ſet up 
for our Warning. Thiſe Things are an Enſample tous, 
and-are handed down for our Admonition, on whom 
the Ends of the World are come. 

To conclude this general Head. The Conſide- 
ration of our Frailty ſhould make us live in Unity 
and Peace; we are made up of the fame Mate- 
rials with theſe that have lived in Ages paſt, and 
are now gone. Our Fathers, where are they? The Pro- 
phets have not lived forever. We ſeldom meet toge- 
ther in the Capacity we are to do this Day, but 
we want ſome of our Number who have gone to 
their long Home, and entred into Reſt, And, in a 
little, our great Lord will call us alſo to give an Ac- 
count of our Stewardſhip : And, furely, no good _—_— 

wou 
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would wiſh to be in Strife and Contention, and, as 
it were, beating his Fellow-Servants, when his Lord com- 
eth. Would it not be much better, and far more 
deſireable, to be found in a peaceable Temper, and 
in a waiting Diſpoſition, having our Loins girt, our 
Lamps burning, and we like to them who wait for the 
Coming of their Lord: And were we peiſwaded, that 
the Lord is at Hand, our Moderation would be known 
to all Men. Let us therefore look for the ble ſſed 
Hope, and the glorious Appearance of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. I ſhall now, in the 
VI. and loft Place, adventure to give ſome Di- 
reftions for obtaining and promoting this Unity a- 
mong Brethren, 
| Firſt, If we would live in Unity and Peace, we 
ſhould endeavour to have the Government of our 
Paſſions and Temper, that they break not out in Op- 
polition to our Religion, for, if they do, they'll pro- 
mote what the Goſpel was deſigned to prevent. 
The Salt, wherewith Things ſhould be ſeaſoned, will loſe 
its Savour ; and the Light which is in us will becom 
Darkneſs. From whence come Wars and Fightings a- 
mong you ? Saith the Apoſtle James, Chap. iv. 1. Come 
they from any ſerious Concern for the Glory of God, 
or the Welfare of Mankind? No, but from your 
Luſts and Paſſions that war in your Members. It i 
only by Pride that Contention cometh, Prov. xiii. 10. 
2dly, If we would attain this peaceable State 0 
Life, and live in Unity together, we muſt diſcoyera 
due Eſteem and Reſpect for thoſe with whom we have 
to do. As Courteſy and kindly Affection is an Evi: 
dence of Good-will in us, fo it begets and cheriſhe 
At in thoſe with whom we converſe ; whereas, a con 
trary Carriage and Deportment, a moroſe Counte 
nance, a ſullen and forbidding Air, diſcevers 1 un 
| OC17 
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ſocial Lr, and makes Men ſtand at a Diſtanee from 
ſuch as have it. But an affable Temper, a kind and 
obliging Behaviour, is an excellent Mean of Peace 
and Friendſhip : It is the moſt probable Way of 
working even upon our Enemies, if they ate ca- 
able of Amendment. Thus Jacob gained his 
rocker Eſau, who, tho' he was a rough and 
auſtere Man, and had been highly provoked by 
him, yet his kind and reſpectful Behaviour overcame 
him, ſo that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, 
and fell on his Neck and kiſſed him: Aud they wept, 
Gen. xxxiii. 4. And thus David overcame and 
gained Saul, a cruel and blood-thirſty Man, who, 
tho he was full of Envy and Fury againſt David, 
yet his kind Dealing and friendly Treatment ſubdu- 
ed his Wrath, and made him acknowledge, that Da- 
vid was more righteous than he. The generous Treat- 
ment he met with, reconciled him, at that Time, 
to his kind Friend, and brought Tears of Sorrow 
from his Eyes, for his paſt Behaviour. He liſt up his 
Voice and wept, 1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17. | 
3dly. Let us lay aſide all Prejudice and Partiality, 
and endeavour, as far as poſſible, to be of the ſame 


Mind. Let us unite our /jews, and lend a helpin 
Hand to Peace and Truth. Let us be trüe 224 


faithful in all our Dealings; ſincere and honeſt in 
all our Appearances in the Cauſe of Religion. Let 
us diſcovera hearty Defire to know the Will of God; 
a diligent and impartial Enquiry after Truth; care- 
fully 1 the Points in Controverſy, and 
weighing the Arguments on both Sides in a juſt 


Balance, Let us never aggravate the Faults, not 
miſconſtruQ the Actions of our Brethren, by unjuſt 


Suſpicion and cruel Jealouſy, Let us act with Cha- 
[ e rity 
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rity and Moderation in all the leſſer Differences we 
may have with our Brethren, never cenſuring, nor 
dooming Men to Deſtruction becauſe they differ from 
us: To their own Maſter they ſtand vr fall. Let us 

ive up all private Quarrels, fot the publick 
Good ; and nevet be weary of Prace and Quiet, 
nor complain of Danger while it ariſes from our- 
ſelves. And, : 1 
4thly. Let us beware of engaging in needleſs Diſ- 
putes, and trifling Controverſies, which are com- 
monly of dangerous Conſequence. Let us nevet 
ſpend our Zeal and Time upon F:ele Things, while 
we have very great and importaut Things, Things of 
an eternal and everlaſting Concern, to be employed a- 
bout. Let us make the ſame Allowances to thoſe 
who differ from us, which we expect from them, 
and patiently bear with them, rather than contend 
about Things that are not worth the Time and La- 
bour beſtow'd on them. Let us never be fo taken 
up about the Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, as thereby to 
negſeS and forget the greater Things of the Law and 
olpel. | 
5thly. Beware of thoſe who carry a factious Tem- 
er and diviſive Spirit with them, who, for gratity- 
ing their Pride and Ambition, would break the 
Peace and Unity of Brethren, and, by good Words 
and fair Speeches, lead them into Meafures deſtruc- 
tive of their trueſt Intereſt. Let us always guard a+ 
ainſt thoſe, whoſe violem Principles lead them to di- 
utb the Peace and Quiet of Society, by ſowing the 
Seeds of Wrath and Contention, and by ſcattering 
e ts Arrows and Death. The proud Look, the 
hing Tongue, the Man that deviſeth wicked Imaginati- 
ent, and the Man that ſoweth Diſcord among Brethren, 
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are among the fix Things which the Lord doth hate, 
e and among the ſeven which are an Abomination to him; 
he and theretore we ſhould avoid them. Let us alſo 
beware of Hhiſperers and Backhiters ; Perſons who 
deal in Slander, Calumny and Detrattion ; theſe are 
the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs ; and, when 
they are encouraged, they ſeparate chief Friends. As 
the Fire goeth out where there is no Wood, fo, where there 
is uo Tale-Bearer, Strife ceaſeth; but the Words of a 
Tale-Bearer are as Wounds, and go down to the inner- 
moſt Parts of the Belly, Prov. xxvi. 20, 22. 
6thly. Let us be concerned that we be united to 
Chriſt the great Center of Unity; and if we abide in 
him, we'll be one among ourſelves; If we abide in 
him, and he in us, we'll bring forth much Fruit; the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Peace in our daily Mi- 
niſtrations ; the Fruits of Equity and Juſtice in our 
Courts of Fudicature; and the Sound ot the Waters of 
Strife would not be heard among us. 
7thly, Let us all take the good Advice of the great 
| Apoſtle, and conſider one another, to provoke to Love 
aud to good Works, not forſaking the aſſembling of our 
ſelves together. For, as often as we appear in the 
Congregation of God's People, we give an external 
Evidence of our Uzxion to one another. And more 
eſpecially, let us be careful, as often as we have 
portunity, to partake of the Holy Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper: This is a Teſtimony of our Friend- 
ſhip and Uaion to Chriſt, and to one another. This 
is the great Love-Feaſt of Chriſtians ; and, by par- 
taking of it in a worthy Manner, we ſtrengthen our 
Union and Relation ro Chriſt, and to all the Mem- 
bers of his myſtical Body, when, by one Spirit, we 
are 
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are all baptiſed into one Body, and, by this Ordinance, 
are all made to drink into one Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

8:hlz. It we would keep the Unity of the Spirit, and 
live in Nhe Bind of Peace, we, who are Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ſhould be careful to keep the Form of 
Sound Words, and not make the Pulpit a Scene of 
Controverſy, upon Occaſion of every new and little 
Diſpute that may ariſe in the Church. Let us ne- 
ver, my Brethren, intereſt our Hearers in Things 
which do not concern the Salvation of their Souls, 
Let us never appeal to them, if we. would not 
wiſh to break their Peace. Let us rather mind the 
great Controverſy that ſtands between God and 
them, and endeavour to have this taken aw « for, 
if this Quarrel ſtands, all their Knowledge in 
the Controverſies of the "Times will profit : 3h. no- 
thing. | 

Let us never forget to put up our joint Prayers 
and fervent Supplications to the Throne of Grace; 
That Ged may ſend down his Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Love, and Peace among us; That all 
Malice, Hife and Ext, and every Thing that has 
a Tendency thereto, may be baniſhed ; all Clamoar 
and Evil. ſpeaking may be put far away ; ; and the 
true Spirit of Chriſtianity may revive among all 
who profeſs the Religion of Jeſus ; Thar all his 
Diſciples may be exe ia him, and may be diſtin- 
guilbee from the reſt of the World, by their Love 
to one another. Let the Watchmen, whom the Lord 
tas fet up the Walls of Jeruſalem, aever hold their 
Peace jor Zion's Sake, aud for the Sake of Jeruſalem 
take u Rift, Let them who make Mention of the Lord 
keep no Silence, till he eſtabliſh, and till he make ſe— 
ruſfalem a Praiſe iu the Earth, Pray for the = of 
cre 
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e; ¶ Jeruſalem: They ſhall proſper that love thee; Peace 
I Le within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy Palaces : 
nd Fr my Brethren and Companions Sakes, I will now 
of Þ ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of the Houſe of the 
Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good. | 
I conclude with reading an excellent Paraphraſe of 

an Ingeniqus Divine * upon this Pſalm. 


I 1 what an entertaining Sight 
Are Brethren that agree, 
Brethren, whoſe chearful Hearts unite 
In Bands of Piety! 


2 When Streams of Love from Chriſt, the Spring; 
Deſcend to every Soul, 
And heavenly Peace, with balmy Wing, 
Shades and bedews the Whole. 


vers 3 Tis like the Oil, divinely ſweet, 


ce; On Aaron's reverend Head, 

the The trickling Drops perfum'd his Feet, 
all And ofer his Garments ſpread. 

has 4 *Tis pleaſant as the Morning-Dews 

10 WW That fall on Sion's Hill, 


the Where God his mildeſt Glory ſhews, 


Fe And makes his Grace diſtil. Ef 
ſtin- O R, 
Love 


Lend PDleſt are the Sons of Peace, 

Whoſe Hearts and Hopes are one, 
gem Whoſe kind Deſigns, to ſerve and pleaſe, 
Lord Thro' all their Actions run, | 
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a Heſt is the pious Houſe | 
Where Teal and Friendſhip meet, | 
Their Songs of Praiſe, their mingled Vows, 
Make their Communion ſweet. 


3 Thus, when on Aaron's Head 
They pour'd the rieh Perfume, 

The Oil thro? all his Raiment ſpread, 
And Pleaſure fill'd the Room. 


4 Thus, on the heavenly Hills, 
The Saints are bleſt above; 
Where Joy, like Morning-Dew, diſtils, 
And all the Air is Love. 


. * . 
* 
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May the God of Love unite us all to himſelf, and 
to one another. May the God af Peace, who brought 
again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the gr eat 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the ever» 
laſting Covenant, make us perſelt in every good Work, 
to do his Mill, working in us that which is well-pleafing 
in his Sight. | 

Now, unto him that is able to keep us from falling, 
and to preſent us blameleſs before the Preſence of his 
Glory, with exceeding Joy: To Gad only wiſe, be Ghory 
aud Dominion in the Church, throughout all Ages, 
World without End. Amen. 
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